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Sister City and Friendship City

Suwa City, Nagano Prefecture, Japan
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After the Kamisuwa Ryokan Associa-
ton came to Ito for the first time to play
baseball in May 1957, the two cities
drafted a sister city contract in 1965
and each became an "Ocean and Moun-
tain Tourism City” respectively.
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Contract date; May 20, 1965 |

Ismailli, Azerbaijan
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Ito City

Hirono Town, Fukushima Prefecture, Japan
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In July 2011, Ito signed a cooperative
agreement with the town of Hirono in
regard to mutual support in times of
disasters. Since, Hirono has set up booths
in Ito’s food festivals such as Ito Onsen
Mechakucha Ichi, while Ito has participat-
ed in Hirono’s music festivals like Hirono
Douyou Matsuri Ongakusai.
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Contract date; May 24, 2017

Medway, United Kingdom N
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Birth place of William Adams
(Miura Anjin) who built the first
western ship in Ito in 1605. In 1964,
Ito citizens visited Medway and gifted
pictures and calligraphy by Ito school
children, and thus a friendship city
contract was signed.
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Contract date; August 10, 1982

In 2009, a Japanese garden built in Ismailli impressed the Azerbaijan
president. The president, who had been looking for a Japanese partner of
international relations, chose Ito City as it also had an abundance of
nature. The two cities established a friendship-city relationship contract
to deepen mutual understanding and recognition of culture and life style.
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Rieti, Italy I
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Rieti has held a barrel riding race by using a half-cut wine

Aﬂ . Contract date; July 21, 1985

barrel down Verino River that runs
through the city since 1969. Rieti
proposed that the two cities become
friendship cities because Ito has held a
tub riding race down Matsukawa River
since 1956.
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